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Title: Art Experiences for Young Children 
Author: Deya Brashears 
Publisher: Starlite Printing  
Copyright Date: 1984






Review: This book is a great resource to have as a teacher. The book is easy to follow and full of simple hands-on activities for young children. The activities are broken down into 8 sections; painting, crayons, collage/sculpture, modeling materials, chalk, printing, holiday themes, and for fun. Every section is color coded for easy access. For each activity there is the title of the activity listed, the materials needed, and step by step procedures. 
 

Likely Use: I would most likely use this in a preschool setting to give me even more ideas of fun projects I could do with the children. As a teacher it’s great to use resources so you can think smarter not harder. 

Sample Activity:
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Cotton Ball Art Activity
This is an activity where children put dry tempera on a cotton ball to put on paper and then use a water brush to see colors mix and change.
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Review: This is a great resource if you are trying to think outside of the box when it comes to art lessons. This book gives you at least 25 lessons on how children can paint with and on different materials, ranging from feathers to egg cartons. 1-2-3 art is easy to navigate thanks to the contents, titles of lessons, and page numbers. In this book it also includes art activities in gluing and modeling with a lot of different materials for each. It is great to switch up art activities for the students and incorporate materials they may have never seen before. Art is all about experimenting with new materials! 

Likely use: I would likely use this book in preschool or at a kindergarten art center to give my students a variety of options on how to do art activities. 

Sample Activities:
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Review: This book was easy to look through and it was neat to see how they tied books together with certain crafts. This book is aimed for children in Preschool and Kindergarten but you could use this book with resource students and older students if modified to fit standards. I saw multiple story books that I was familiar with such as Brown Bear, The Mitten, and The Hungry Caterpillar. All of these arts and craft projects have a purpose and related to the story that was read. 

Likely Use: I would likely use this with students in Kindergarten to make crafts that resemble the story we read in a whole group setting during art center time. 

Sample Activities:
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Title: Sing Along and Learn
Author: Ken Sheldon
Publisher: Scholastic, Inc.
Copyright Date: 2006
ISBN Number: 9780439609777








Review: This Sing Along and Learn is for children in preschool through second grade. This book has 80 learning songs with activities for children to get moving. There are lessons in movement, language development, and math. 5 CD’s come along with this book so no need to buy anything but the book for the activities. 

Likely Use: I can see myself using this book to help with songs for calendar time at the Preschool or Kindergarten level. There is a wonderful ABC song, one for days of the week, and the months of the year. 

Sample Activity:
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Author: Hilda L. Jackson 
Publisher: Wadsworth Publishing
Copyright Date: 2005
ISBN Number: 9871602680197









Review: In this book there are 30 thematic units with goals in each activity. Activities consist of finger plays, poems, music and movement, and creative food experiences. The book’s layout is easy on the eye with pictures and colorful pages. By each activity, there is a picture of the age group it is appropriate for. This book ranges from infant activities to primary grade activities. This book also comes with the CD!


[bookmark: _GoBack]Likely Use: I would mainly use this in a Preschool or daycare setting during transition time for music we can sing as a whole and do movement activities with. 



Sample Activities:
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Review: This music book has 12 learning song with reproducible activity pages that can teach children skills and concepts that are grade level appropriate. The book comes with a CD of each song with a variety from ABC’s to Animals. This book is designed for Pre-Kindergarteners to 2nd graders. This is definitely on my Christmas list because I can see myself using this a lot with students.  

Likely Use: I would likely use this book with preschoolers or kindergartners throughout the day in math when we talk about money or in science to help remember human body parts. 

Sample Activity:
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Title: Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S for the Primary Grades
Author: Shirley C. Raines & Robert J. Canady 
Publisher: Gryphon House, Inc. 
Copyright Date: 1992
ISBN Number: 0-87659-157-8









Review: The book is kind of scary when you first open it up because there are no pictures except the story book you are going to stretch upon. It is not that scary once you look at the context the pages have to offer. It tells you the book you can read to the call along with read-aloud suggestions. Once you are done reading the book aloud there are at least 5 different ways you can stretch out the story into an activity. You can strength the book by creating a creative dramatic by adding dialogue. 

Likely Use: I would mainly use this with third graders. I would use any of the stretcher activities after reading a book aloud to the class in a whole group setting. 

Sample Activity: 
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Review: Overall, this book is a must have for any teacher trying to create a play with children involved. It has plenty of play ideas that teachers can utilize, the lines for each character in the play, props, and much more!  This book makes it easier on to find roles for each kid, whether he/she is a quiet or outgoing personality.  Plays allow children to express their creative sides and possibly show them a subject they will want to do in the future. The book has three sections; the rhyming plays, the folk tales, and the readers theatre. Something I enjoyed about the book was that it could be used with all age groups and skill levels. This allows the teacher with the flexibility needed in order to meet their students’ needs.

Likely Use: I would use this book to help me come with creative ways on how to do plays in a classroom setting. 


Sample Activities:
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Title: Community Helpers
Author: The Mailbox Team 
Publisher: The Mailbox Books
Copyright Date: 2002
ISBN Number: 9781562344962







Review: This community helpers book is the perfect way to introduce kids in the classroom to inspirational people in the community. Written more along the lines of a magazine, it is full of excellent resources to help the children learn and be able to help their community. The book also provides great ways that kids can be community helpers in the classroom. The book does a wonderful job at covering some of the most well-known types of community helpers, like a referee, to less well known type of community helpers that expand the children’s horizons on what and how they can help out. 

Likely Use: I would use this to help introduce students to inspirational people in the community and their duties. 

Sample Activity:
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Title: Creative Resources for Early Childhood Classroom
Author: Judy Herr 
Publisher: Cengage Learning 
Copyright Date: 
ISBN Number 13: 9781111831028








Review: This book is the whole package and can be used for multiple activities other than fingerplays and chants. This is a great resource to help plan daily curriculum and classroom activities. Judy Herr has this book organized in alphabetical order so it is easy to find what you are looking for. There are multiple themes and in each theme it contains goals, and concepts for children to learn throughout the themed lessons. 

Likely Use: I would use mainly use this in the Preschool setting and some other activities just as the chants I would use put to 1st grade. 

Sample Activity:
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Title: Busy Fingers, Growing Minds
Author: Rhoda Redleaf
Publisher: Redleaf Press
Copyright Date: 1993		
ISBN Number: 9780876592809







Review:  This book is a gold mine of great resources on how to make language development fun for children. There are over 160 original fingerplays and verses throughout the book. I really enjoy how the books fingerplays and verses are about things children tend to enjoy like animals and babies. I really like how the table of contents is organized for easy use. This book is all in black and white so it does seem a little boring at first glance but it is full with excellent fingerplays with a variety in themes. 

Likely Use: I would most likely use this book when working in a Preschool or Kindergarten setting. 

Sample Activity: 
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Title: The Bilingual Book of Rhymes, Songs, Stories, and Fingerplays
Author: Pam Schiller, Rafael Lara-Alecio, & Beverly Irloy
Publisher: Gryphon House, Inc.
Copyright Date: 2004		
ISBN Number: 9780876592847








Review: There is a collection of over 450 rhymes, songs, stories, and fingerplays range from preschool to second grade. There are Spanish and English on each page and is organized by theme for easy teacher use. This is a great learning tool to help teach children new vocabulary and review already taught vocabulary. 

Likely Use: I would most likely use this in a classroom where I am trying to teach students a little bit of Spanish dialect or need to help an ELL native Spanish speaker with translating certain words for them to better understand what is being said/sang in English.  

Sample Activity:
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Title: Nursery Rhymes: Puppets, Patterns, and Props
Author: Holly Burns
Publisher: Mary D. Smith
Copyright Date: 2008		
ISBN Number: 9781420623192







Review: This book caught my eye with its cover one of my favorite nursery rhymes, Jack be nimble. The book contains all the classic nursery rhymes that kids grow up hearing.  It teaches you how to use the cutouts to make a puppet show theatre. Young kids would be attracted to this book due to the pictures of the characters they love. It is designed for children ages preschool- first grade. Puppet shows have the ability to develop children’s language development, social development, and imaginations.


Likely Use: I would use in a classrooms setting to help me come up with ideas on how to made a puppet theater. 

Sample Activities: 
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Title: Alphabet Puppets from A to Z
Author: The Mailbox Team
Publisher: The Mailbox Books
Copyright Date: 2008		
ISBN Number: 9781562347994









Review: This book provides great interactive ideas on how kids can be creative and create puppet friends. Every letter of the alphabet gives the kids three fun activities to have fun with. One thing to keep in mind is that the materials for the activities is not provided with the book, but the ideas for creating puppet friends and learning the letters of the alphabet are very useful and fun. Another fun thing is that none of the images are colored in so that gives the teacher and students another way to have fun and be creative as they fill in the images with color. This is a fun book for kids that helps them learn their alphabet.

Likely Use: I would use the ABC activities to help students become more familiar with the letters or to help review letter sounds. 


Sample Activity:
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Title: Alphabet Puppets 
Author: Joy Evans and De Gibbs
Publisher: Evan Moor Educational Publishers
Copyright Date: 2009		
ISBN Number: 9781596734258









Review: This great book will help children from age’s three to seven with their alphabet. It not only helps kids learn the alphabet but also covers phonemic skills and letter formation. As an example, for every letter it has the letter, how to sound out the letter and the proper way to write the letter. The book also provides a blank space to practice letter formation and some cut out cards that help the kids learn and hints on the cut out card to help remember the letters. The books even provides a colorful puppet cut out that also helps remember the letter which can be glued onto construction paper. 

Likely Uses: I would use the ABC activities when introducing a new letter to the classroom or when reviewing a letter. 
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Review: This book provides an excellent and highly interactive way to have preschoolers and kindergarteners learn. The great thing about this book that it has centers for the kids, it lists all the materials that will be needed, goals for the children at each center and also lists of books that are relevant to each center focus of topic. It even goes into detail on how to have the most successful center, making sure that the kids and teacher will be getting the most out of creating and learning from each center the book provides an idea for. Centers can be focused around a shoe store, post office or a movie theater for example and it covers a wide range of curriculum such as science, math, writing, and reading.

Likely Use: I would use this when I need to come up with different ideas for a new center for my students.  

Sample Activity:
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Authors: The Mailbox Team
Publisher: The Mailbox Books
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Review: This book is title properly as it provides unique, fun and catch's your attention. I would recommend this one to my fellow teachers or parents. It is unique in the sense that the centers are broken down into the different season around the year. One example would be that in February, the center would be focused on the post office as the children can create and mail each other cards for Valentine's Day. Around the holiday season, the center would focus on a bakery as the kids could bake Christmas cookies! I have a feeling that the kids would really like the centers based around the season so they can have fun and practice different skills. The books also provides ideas for a center of a vet clinic with very specific activities for a horse clinic. The book being based on the seasons and providing unique center are a great way for kids to learn.

Likely Use: During the holiday times, I would use this book in my classroom.

Sample Activity:
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Title: Hooray for Dramatic Play! 
Authors: The Mailbox Team
Publisher: The Mailbox Books
Copyright Date: 2011		
ISBN Number: 9781562349783









Review: This book is full of colorful page set-ups and ideas. The dramatic play centers in this book are very creative and original. Some examples of these centers would be a pet shop that you can see in more detail in the sample activity below and an ice cream shop center. The centers in this book are new ideas that would intrigue children partake in dramatic play. This book main target is for Preschoolers to Kindergarteners. 


Likely Use: I would use this in my classroom to switch up my dramatic play center monthly so the children can experiment with new materials. 

Sample Activity:
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COTTON BALL ART

MATERIAL NEEDED:
COTTON BALLS

POWDERED TEMPERA BOWL
PAPER BRUSHES

PROCEDURE:

e

WATER

GIVE EACH CHILD A PIECE OF PAPER
DRAW OR DAB ON THE PAPER WITH DRY TEMPERA USING COTTON BALLS.

APTER COMPLETING THE DRY TEMPERA DRAWING, LET EACH CHILD PAINT THE
ENTIRE PAPER WITH WATER USING A BRUSH. SEE WHAT HAPPENS TO THE DRY
PAINT!

LET THE CHILDREN EXPERIMENT WITH THIS MEDIUM. COLORS WILL COMBINE
AND CHANGE RIGHT BEFORE YOUR EYES.
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Each verse of his song gets a il fuster. Try fo hop and stop when I fell you fo,

Istverse  Hop, hop, hop,

2nd verse

hop, hop, stop.
Hop, hop, hop,
hop, hop, stop

Hop, hop, stop,

hop, stop
Hop, hop, hop,
stop...hop.

Hop, hop, stop,

Hop, hop, hop.
Stop...hop,
hop, hop, stop

Hop, hop, hop,
stop...hop.
Stop...hop,
hop, hop, hop.

3rd verse

Hop, hop, hop,
Stop...hop.

Hop, hop, stop,
hop, hop, stop.

Hop, hop, stop.
Hop, hop, hap.
Stop...hop,

hop, hop, stop.

Hop, hop, hop,
Stop...hop.
Stop...hop.
Hop, stop...

Hop, stop

hop, hop, hop
Stop...hop
Hop, hop, stop.
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12 Learning Songs With Reproducible Activity Pages

That Teach Key Skills and Concepts
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the alphabet vacation.
5 letters all took a rest.
- From Z to A, they all went away
to do what they liked best.

A went to the aquarium

B went to the beach

C took a cruise to the Caribbean
D went diving in the deep

E rode an elephant in Egypt.
F flew to the fair

Meanwhile back at the office,
a sign on the doorway said

CHORUS

goes golfing with the gang
likes to hike the hills.
the islands.

le trip.

M went to the mountains.

N took a nap each day.

O always goes to the opera.

P went to the park and played.

Q rode quarterhorses.

R rode the railroad instead.
Meanwhile back at the office,
a sign on the doorway said..

CHORUS

S went sailing by the sea
T toured the Taj Mahal
U saw his Uncle Ulysses
V played volleyball

W went on a whale-watch.
X played the xylophone.

Y went to Yosemite

and then on to Yellowstone.
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4, Read TWOBAD ANTS and
pause for the actors o improvise
their dialogue for each scene.

5, On subsequent days, choose
ofher actors.

Something to think about
Tape-record the children’s version
of the story with the added die-

logue.
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For Creative Dramatics:
Adding Dialogue

‘What the children will learn

To improvise dialogue to fit the
two bad ants’ adventure
Materials you will need

None needed

‘What to do

1. With a small group of chil-
dren, the actors, read TWO BAD
ANTS again. Pause for every
scene after the one where the ants.
are marching through the woods,
and imagine what different ants in
the column are saying. Improvise
some dialogue.

2. Let two children volunteer to
be the two bad ants and improvise
dialogue for each of the scenes
where the ants stay behind.

3. After a rehearsal of the impro-
vised dialogue, plan how to pre-
sent the dramatization to the class.
Take the children’s suggestions for
staging. Emphasize that it is not
important to say the dialogue ex-
actly as it was practiced.
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2 Bear

My spoon’s in my bowl!
Look out! Heads will roll!
Someone's been eating

My porridge!

Mine's all wrong too!
Whatever will | do?
Someone's been eating
My porridge!

1 think that I'l cry

Cause mine's gone bye-bye!
Someone’s been here
And they ate all my porridge’

Hold onto your hat!

If it wasn't the cat,
Then someone's been
Sitting in my chair.

1 just can't believe it
1 may have a snit i
Somoone's been
Sitting in my chair.

The bears 90 0 he tatl
ana dscover e bows
Each boar says s ines
stancing benr s bowt

Each bear swiches
0120 grumpy mask
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1 dup my hand.

e
Yummch 7 fost.
oach foct)
Lyl Fight down,

Rap-tap-a-tap
To mend my ahoo.
(pound fist into palm of other hand)

Night Time
Before 1 jump into my bed,

ift other foot)

Al around the yard we skip,
(skip)

Waich yous step or you might slip.
pretand to siip)

T it foet g0 g, pump. jump.
Tows litle fste go thump, thump, thump.
ind k)

Group Time
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Fingerplays and Chants

1 Clap My Hands

I clap my hands,
(clap)

1 touch my feet,
(touch feet)

Ijump up from the ground.
(jump)

I clap my hands,
(clap)

Ttouch my feet,
(touch feet)
d turn myself around
(turn around)
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A Rainbow

arainbow in the sky
”mlors arching way up high
ow many colors do I see?
fed, 0range: and yellow
Jhat makes three
glue and green make two more
nd two shades of purple make four

Al together that makes seven

Itlooks like a road to heaven
' put the colors fade so very fast
Rainbows never seem to last.

All about Red

Red is the color I like best

Cuz it's brighter than all the rest
Fire engines
And apples o
Sometimes th
Just before the sun 8

r tulips I pick for you

oes to bed.

e sky turns a fiery red

(look up)
(form arch with arms)

(count three fingers)
(hold up two fingers)
(hold up two mare fingers)

(hold up five fingers on one hand and
two fingers on the other)

are red and stop signs, too
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Out and About

Buckle Up

We hopin the car to go for a ride (pretend to open door and climb
into car)

My brother'sin the car seat by my side (pretend to put baby in car seat)

I fasten my seat belt across my lap (pretend to put on seat belt and
fasten it)

And push it together with a loud snap
Whether we're going near or far (pretend to drive car)
We must always buckle up inside the carl  (again, fasten belt)
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Five Fat Turkeys Are We/

Somos los cinco pavos gordos

Five Fat Turkeys Are We
Traditional. adapted by Beverly J. Irby and
Rafael Lara-Alecio

Five fat turkeys are we.

We stayed all night in a tree.

When Grandma came around,

We didn't make a sound,

And that's why we're still here you see—
gobble, gobble!

Oh, five fat turkeys are we.
We stayed all night in a tree.

On Thanksgiving day
Tosleep in the highest treel—gobble, gobble!

Somos los cinco pavos gordos
por Rafael Lara-Alecio y Beverly J. Irby

Somos los cinco pavos gordos,

pasamos la noche en un drbol frondoso.
Cuando es tiempo de cocinar,

nunca nos pueden encontrar,

y POT €50 NOS Ven aqui jocosos—guru, guru.

Somos los cinco pavos gordos,
pu-mmhnnchcmunllbdhm
Seguro que tiene su magia

en el Dia de Accion de Gracias, L3y
dormir en un drbol frondoso—guru, gt

8
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to MaKe a Freestanding Puppet Theater
e 2 three-sided. freestanding theater to place on a tablecop or center.

fals
cardboard box * paint and paintbrushes
jer * box cutcer
* Optional: curtain material

ut and remove the bottom and one large side from the box.

feasure and cut a window opening in the remaining large side.
int the exterior of the box. The incerior may be painted as wel, but it will not show.

If desired, add a curtain on the window.
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Puppet Theater Options

Make a Puppet Stand
sandiscorage container, Use a box with a id simiar 10 3 shoe box (See the.

* boxcutter + crayons or markers

a small i in the t0p of the box for each puppet. The craft sticks should fit snugly 11
slis.

the box with the name of the riyme. Add decorations if desired. Label the inside of

Jid with the number of puppets included in the set. Later;the puppets and additional
ops may be stored in the stand,
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1 ‘
C oco C. Cookie

cccececeeeceececccccccccccccccceccceece

Materials for one puppet:

e
1. Golorand cut out he bathng i P
ohe utsid o  pape i
D eoEn. g o
3 Do vt chis oo b, 0 5t
3 Stapi tha o plates togel" 5
Spaning arge anough o1 Y%
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Let's meet

Jackie,

the jaguar

| See and Say Jj

e the puppet. S, Lers mee ki, tejaguar Do t0
Aeleterson the puppet and say that every letier of the alphabet
v frms: i capital) and e (lwercaso). Rt the
mthe back of the puppet and help stude

.
How ko e 3
:n_;»h\(((w. the puppet with your finger to show
Sy o form captal ) and loercas . v
-Tw.f'"

tudent
et i the aie f0 form the et
ety as you o, 5,

e cxamph
1 den, e S o o 1
47 1 tha Apnaer

o
L)

he puppet 1o showw Jj rlative
-

o g e
o
A2 e soung

onthe

Pappet s you say, 7

feterJj
h b
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Wopmnwwu Tearning sils by

1 and Ohjectives for Children

(g Post Office

el

o develop an understanding of how a pose
offce operates through practice and simytion
To develop oral communication s throug
role-playing various roles,sich as mailcarie,
package delivery person, postal worke, anc
customer

To develop oral communication skls by seling
and purchasing postage stamps, envelopes,
and postcards, and shipping packages

To develop concepts of print by reading names,

addresses, package labels, ettrs, cards, post cards,junk mai, and th center bocks (page 79

To reinforce book handiing skils by encouraging childen to read the various books atthe center
To develop phonemic awareness and ltter recogrition of the Z sound n ZIP code, the J sound
in junk mail &nc to reinforce the B sound i bill the P <cund i package 14 postage the §
sound in stamp, the L sound I letter, the M sounc i mail the E sound 1 enter and the A

sound i address
o develop feading sk by reacing environmenal print, adesses,eters, posteards, 2P code:

books, and signs
To develop writing skils by writing letters, addessing envelopes and postcards, reating name.

tags and receipts, and designing stamps
To practice recognizing and stating thelr own address

To develop math skils by reading and wiiting numbers in ZP codes
To practice using a scale by weighing packages

o practice using dollar bils, quarers, and pennies 0 buy proccts
{nteracting with other chidren at the Post Office
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» creatfive thinking
» role-playing

Home, Sweef Home

Tempt your students’ imaginations with this dramatic-play cen-
ter. In advance, make a cottage by using a craft knife to cuta
door and two window openings in a large brown appliance box.
Next, refer fo the ideas below to make pretend candies. Attach
a Velcro® dot to the back of each candy piece. Then attach the
corresponding Velcro dots to the cottage. Arrange the coftage
and candies in a center along with wooden blocks. When stu-
dents visit the center, invite them fo decorate the cottage and
use the blocks fo make a gingerbread path. Knock, knock!

Gumdrop ~
Paint a foam ball half with a mixture of one part glue and two parts fempera PA
Sprinkie clear gltter on top of the paint: then set it aside fo dry.

Loliipop

Tape a large craft stick to the flat side of a plastic lid. On the opposite side:
use a permanent marker to make designs.

Peppermint stick rd fube.
Tape the ends of fwo lengths of red yarn fo fhe fop inside of a white ooz
Wrap the yarn oround the tube to resemble sfripes. Then fape the ofher &

the bottom inside of the fube. (Striped straws can also be used fo resemd
smaller peppermint sticks.)

Peppermint Disc

Use amarker fo draw swirls on any size foam ball. Wrap the
Dol with clear plastic wrap: then tie each end with a length of yar-
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Pet Store

] Cboosepropg
[For nd nccessores = PR

o
oy animas
pot collars
loashes

pet toys
doll clothos (dog Glothing)
pet bedding (sce tip)

ot cartier or cardboard box

Food and Habitat Supplies I
Gaen, oy pet food conainrs and bags |
ast ot food 8

st foh bow! [
Eaanpot cago

oar pastc pet cotaner

Browt paper shroas (small ot boccing)

Grooming Supplies = |

productlabels (page 92)
cloan, empty shampoo-type bot

pamphlats, and
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| Child ren by: Deya. Brashears
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