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Case Study
Fall 2016

Section 1: Contextual Factors

The school is located in the metropolitan school district. The district that the school is in is 21% minority and 74.3% of the students in the district are on free or reduced lunch. Within the school, there are 73.1 percent minority students. 84.8 percent of the students in the school are free or reduced lunch. The school’s social settlement is a middle class, less educated neighborhood. The district’s motto is, “Every Student. Every Day. Prepared for Success.” The school works together with teachers, students, and their families to prepare them for a successful future. There are 851 students in the school, in Prekindergarten there are seven sections totaling in 110 students, 17 in my room. 
The Metropolitan Prekindergarten is an inclusive classroom. There are a total of 17 students; five enrolled through Head Start, seven in Prekindergarten, and five in Special Education. 13 out of the 17 students are English Language Learners. Out of the 17 students in the room there are a wide variety of interests, personalities, and learning styles. Seven of the students are returning prekindergarteners and help the new students with the rules of the classroom. Students enjoy learning by hands on experiences through recess, small group activites, and center time. 
	Student #
	Developmental Data 
	Learning Style and/or Multiple Intelligence
	Interests
	Specific implications for instruction and assessment based on student individual differences.  
This can include specific accommodations and modifications for IEP students if accessible. 

	#1
	Autism 

	Visual Learner 
	*Animals 
*Legos 


	*Sits in a cube chair during large group to help from distractions 
*Requires verbal redirection 
*First and then picture chart if needed for visual aid. 
*Compression Vest to give body pressure, which is calming. 

	#2 
	Developmental Delay 
	Kinesthetic Learner 
	*Blocks
*Outdoor time
	*Sits in a cube chair during large group to help support proper posture skills.
*Extended period of time to answer a question

	#3
	Developmental Delay
	Visual Learner 
	*Dolls

*Potato heads 
	*Extended period of time to answer a question
*Respond to peers verbally 

	#4 
	Developmental Delay
	Kinesthetic and Social Learner
	*Animals

*Puppets

*Blocks
	*Extended period of time to answer a question
*Use our calm down center when upset about redirection.

*Name the letter “J” 

	#5
	Developmental Delay
	Visual Learner 
	*PlayDoh *Coloring 
	*Extended period of time to answer a question
*Hold a crayon with a three-point grasp




Section 2:  Learning Objectives/Outcomes 
I selected three learning objectives for my students based on Teaching Strategies GOLD. TS GOLD is a seamless system for assessing children from birth through kindergarten. The system can be used with any developmentally appropriate early childhood curriculum. Students in prekindergarten are emerging toward mastering the basic knowledge of the alphabet, emergent writing skills, and be able to understand shapes according to TS GOLD standards. Students need to demonstrate basic skills in literacy and math to be successful as they progress through school. These skills are the basis of literacy and mathematics, both in instruction and ability. I have chosen three goals that target literacy and mathematics due to the slow progress my class has made in these areas so far. The first goal will have students recognize and name the letters in their own first name. The second will have the students writing their first name. The third goal will have students naming basic shapes.
Summary Chart of Objectives, Outcomes, and Assessment Links
	State learning objectives/outcomes for the unit
	List the Teaching Strategies GOLD objectives that connect to the unit learning outcomes across from the appropriate outcome

	The students will be able to correctly recognize and name letters in own first name. 
	TS GOLD 16A: Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet. 
 

	The students will be able to write all the letters of own name in the correct sequence, form, and orientation. 


	TS GOLD 19A: Demonstrates emergent writing skills 


	The students will be able to identify a few basic shapes (circle, square, triangle, and rectangle). 


	TS GOLD 21B: Understands shapes 



Section 3: Description of Assessment Plan 
Summary Chart of Assessment Goals
	Learning Objective
	Assessment
	Assessment Format
	Differentiations

	Objective #1
The students will be able to correctly recognize and name letters in own first name.

	Pre-assessment


	Checklist Assessment 
	Show individuals their name next to their picture for better recognition if needed 

	
	Formative Assessment
	Daily observation during morning routine as we add new words to the word wall
	Show individual their name next to their picture for better recognition


	
	Summative


	Checklist Assessment
	Students who

struggle will be

given extra time. 

They can also

be tested in a quiet

area outside the

classroom and in Spanish if needed. 

	Objective #2 

The students will be able to write all the letters of own name In the correct sequence, form, 
, and orientation. 


	Pre-assessment


	Checklist 
	Students who

struggle will be

assisted by the

teacher by hand

over hand letter

making and tracing. 

	
	Formative Assessment
	Daily observation of them writing their names after naptime and writing center.
	Students who

struggle will be

assisted by the

teacher through

Handwriting without tears. 


	
	Summative


	Checklist Assessment 
	Students who

struggle will be

given extra time. 

They can also

be tested in a quiet

area outside the

classroom and in Spanish if needed. 


	Objective #3

The students will be able to identify a few basic shapes.  


	Pre-assessment


	Checklist 
Assessment 
	Show students a picture of a shape one by one instead in a listed form. Give directions in

Spanish if it’s their

first language.

	
	Formative Assessment
	Daily observation during math, puzzle, and art center. 
	Students who

struggle will be

assisted by shape flashcards. Teacher will point out and name shapes around the room.  

	
	Summative


	Checklist 
Assessment 
	Students who

struggle will be

given extra time. 

They can also

be tested in a quiet

area outside the

classroom and in Spanish if needed. 



Section 4:  Design for Instruction
	Your name: 

Larisa Weber 
	Grade level: 

Prekindergarten
	Subject:

Literacy 
	Time frame: 

10 minutes 

	Teaching Strategies GOLD Objective: 16A - Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet 


	Objectives:  During this lesson, the students will be able to recognizes and names a few letters in own name


	Assessment: The teacher will use a checklist to see if students can complete the puzzle and name a few letters in their own name. 


	Teaching Methods/Strategies: 

This game will be used during whole group as a literacy lesson. Teacher and paraprofessional will be close by to help facilitate the puzzle making and to mark on the checklist for assessment. 

	Differentiation:

Students with developmental delay will be given extended time if needed and verbal reminders to finish the task. The student with autism can put on his compression vest to help him concentrate if desired. 

	Materials: “First Name Puzzle” in a envelope (one per student) 
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	Lesson Procedure 

	Anticipatory Set: As a whole group, the teacher will first ask the students to raise a silent hand if they have ever put together a puzzle before. Next, the teacher will tell the students they will all get their own puzzles with letters on it. The letters on the puzzle spell out their first names. Now, the teacher will 

demonstrate how to put together the name puzzle. First, the teacher will take out the puzzle pieces from the Ziploc bag. Next, the teacher will start to put together the name. Remember to tell the children that it is okay to look at their names on their carpet spots to help them put together their name puzzle. 



	References:  

http://happyhooligans.ca/easy-homemade-name-puzzle/


	Teacher will do:

 
1. Teacher will pass out name puzzles to students who are sitting quietly on their correct carpet spot 
2. Teacher and paraprofessional will be going around and asking students what letters are in their name. They will be marking on the checklist what letters, they know and if they put together their puzzle independently or assisted. 

	Student will do:

1. Students will wait on their carpet spots until teacher hands them their name puzzle
2. During large group, students will put together their name puzzle on their carpet spot.  
 

	Closure: The teacher will ask the students to give a thumb up or thumbs down if they liked putting together their own name puzzles. 


	Reflection: Most students really enjoyed this activity and were highly motivated to put their name puzzles together and show the teachers. Students are very interested in their name letters right now. Due to their participation, I know they were actively engaged in the lesson. I think this is something a couple of students could do independently before school starts during family time on the carpet. This is a great opportunity for family members to help their child put together their name puzzles prior to playing other games. A few students needed to be guided in completing their name puzzle and two students did not complete it. In the future, I would remind myself when making the name puzzles to have a different color name puzzles for each student. 


	Lesson: 

First Name Puzzles 

Date: 10/4/2016
	
	
	
	

	
	Independently 
	With Teacher Assistance 
	Not completed 
	Letters known in Name 

	Student A

	
	
	X
	

	Student B

	X
	
	
	A-N-D-R-E-W

	Student C

	
	X
	
	C-O

	Student D

	X
	
	
	D-A-R-L-A

	Student E

	
	X
	
	

	Student F

	X
	
	
	F-O-R

	Student G

	
	X
	
	

	Student H

	
	
	X
	

	Student I

	
	X
	
	J-A

	Student J

	
	X
	
	

	Student K

	X
	
	
	K

	Student L

	
	X
	
	

	Student M

	X
	
	
	M-I-A

	Student N

	X
	
	
	N-O-N-Y

	Student O

	X
	
	
	R-O-O 

	Student P

	
	X
	
	

	Student Q

	X
	
	
	Y-A-R- E-T-Z-I 


	Your name: 

Larisa Weber 
	Grade level: 

Prekindergarten
	Subject:

Mathematics 
	Time frame: 

10 minutes 

	Teaching Strategies GOLD Objective: 21B – Understand shapes 


	Objectives:  During this lesson, the students will be able to recognize and name basic shapes. 


	Assessment: The teacher will use a checklist to see if students can name the shape and create the shape on a geo board. 


	Teaching Methods/Strategies: 

This activity will be used during small group as a mathematic lesson. The teacher will be there to help facilitate the making name of the shapes and to mark on the checklist for assessment. 
	Differentiation:

Students with developmental delay will be given extended time if needed and verbal reminders to finish the task. For higher learners we will have shapes cutouts of a hexagon, octagon, and a diamond. For ESL students we will have shape cutouts labeled in Spanish as well as English. 

	Materials:  

· Geo Boards 
· Rubber Bands 
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Shapes cutouts that are labeled (Circle, Triangle, Square, Rectangle) 

	Lesson Procedure 

	Anticipatory Set: 

As a small group, the teacher will first introduce a geo board and ask the students if they have ever used one prior. Next, the teacher will tell the students they will all get their own geo board and rubber bands to create shapes. The teacher will ask the students to come up with some rules on how to use the geo board and rubber bands safety. 

Example Rules (these may vary): 

1. No flinging your rubber band across the room

2. Do not hit your geo board

Now, the teacher will demonstrate how to create a shape on the geo board by using a rubber band. 

	References:  

	Teacher will do:

 
1. Teacher will pass out geo board and rubber bands to students who are sitting quietly on their chairs 
2. Teacher will hold up a triangle and ask the students,” What shape is this?” …”Why is it a triangle?” (Because it has three sides) 
3. Then the teacher will tell the students to create a triangle on their geo boards
4. Teacher will repeat steps 2 and 3 with rectangle, square, and circle. Remember when you get to circle remind them you cannot make that shape on the geo board but they can try. 
5. Teacher will be marking on the checklist what shapes they know. 

	Student will do:

1. Students will wait on their chair until teacher hands them their geo board and rubber bands 
 
2. During small group, students will name the shape the teacher holds up and then recreate the shape on the geo board. 
 

	Closure: The teacher will ask the children if they enjoyed playing with the geo boards. If the students said yes, then we will add the geo boards and shape cutouts to the math center. 


	Reflection: All students really enjoyed this activity and were very excited to use rubber bands to create shapes. Students were eager to show the teacher and peers the shapes that they created on their geo boards. Due to their participation, I know they were actively engaged in the lesson. I will add geo boards, shape cutouts, and rubber bands to the math center tomorrow for students to use during center time if desired. A few students needed to be guided in completing shapes and two students just created lines with the rubber bands. In the future, I would remind myself when asking the children to recreate shapes on the geo board that a square and rectangle are easy but a circle and triangle are more challenging. 


	Lesson: Geo Board 
Shapes 

Date: 10/19/16
	
	
	
	
	

	
	CIRCLE 
	TRIANGLE 
	RECTANGLE
	SQUARE 
	COMMENTS 

	Student A

	
	
	
	
	Student only created lines with rubber bands and did not name any shapes. 

	Student B

	X
	X
	X
	X
	Student has autism and also named hexagon, octagon, and diamond. 

	Student C

	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Student D

	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Student E

	X
	
	
	
	

	Student F

	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Student G

	X
	
	
	
	

	Student H

	
	
	
	
	Student only created lines with rubber bands and did not name any shapes.

	Student I

	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Student J

	X
	
	
	
	

	Student K

	X
	
	
	X
	

	Student L

	
	
	
	
	

	Student M

	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Student N

	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Student O

	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Student P

	X
	
	
	X
	

	Student Q

	X
	X
	X
	X
	


	Your name: 

Larisa Weber 
	Grade level: 

Prekindergarten
	Subject:

Literacy 
	Time frame: 

10 minutes 

	Teaching Strategies GOLD Objective: 19A - Demonstrates emergent writing skills 



	Objectives:  During this lesson, the students will be able to write and/or trace all the letters of own name

in the correct sequence, form, and orientation. 



	Assessment: The teacher will take pictures to see how students traced and/or wrote their first names. 

	Teaching Methods/Strategies: 

Students will write their names independently after naptime prior to picking a center. Teacher and paraprofessional will be close by to help facilitate and assist if needed. Teacher will take pictures for assessment to track progress throughout the year. 
	Differentiation:

Students with developmental delay will be given extended time if needed and verbal reminders to finish the task. 

	Materials:

· First Name “Whiteboards” 

· Dry Erase markers 

· Basket (for storage) 
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	Lesson Procedure 

	Anticipatory Set: As a whole group, the teacher will first ask the students to raise a silent hand if they have ever used dry erase markers before. Next, the teacher will demonstrate how to write on the first name whiteboards and then place the written first name whiteboard in the basket. Now, the teacher will tell the children that after naptime, they will practice writing their names with these and they will be located on the discovery center table. 

	References:  

	Teacher will do:

 

1. Teacher will place First name whiteboards, dry erase markers, and a basket on the discovery center table when all the children are taking a nap. 

2. Teacher and paraprofessional will remind students to write their name prior to center time. 

3. Teacher and paraprofessional will be individually helping children write or trace their name and take pictures of each student’s progress. 

4. Teacher will take pictures of first name whiteboards and then erase them after school. 
	Student will do:

1. Students will wake up from their naps and go to the discovery table. 

2. Students will write and/or trace their first names

3. Students will place first name whiteboards in the basket (without erasing)

 

 

	Closure: The teacher will ask the students to give a thumb up or thumbs down if they like writing their names on their first name whiteboards. 

	Reflection: All students really enjoyed this activity and do it daily as a part of their routine. Students are very interested in their name letters right now. Students like it when they recognize their letter names and will say, “That’s my letter.” 


Section 5: Instructional Decision-Making 
Adjustments made to lessons based on student learning

During the first name whiteboard tracing/writing lesson, one student struggled with creating a capital K as she would make a capital H instead. For two weeks, we used wooden pieces from handwriting without tears. This helped the student realize the difference between creating a capital H  versus a capital K.

During the first name whiteboard tracing/writing lesson, one student could write all letters of her name without tracing them. We created a new whiteboard with no yellow letters to trace.  
Differentiation for special needs students

[image: image5.png]



During the name puzzle lesson, student # 4 who has a developmental delay was not able to complete his name puzzle. He would have his letters upside down. I took his name puzzle and added smiley faces to each piece. This helped him realize that the smiley faces needed to be upright and match.  
During the geo board lesson, student # 1 who has autism was able to name basic shapes with ease. We talked about more advance shape cutouts of a hexagon, octagon, and a diamond. We talked about how many sides each shape has. We also discussed how a hexagon and octagon are very similar yet different. He was very interested in the Spanish labeled shapes also. We practiced saying shapes in both Spanish and English.

Section 6:  Analysis of Student Learning
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For the goal of mastery of being able to correctly recognize and name all letters in own first name, 6 out of the 17 students were able to meet this goal. The six students who met this goal were students B, D, F, M, N, and Q. These students are all four year olds and are returning Pre-kindergarteners from last year. The next goal for these students will be knowing the letter sounds within their names.
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Students A and H are on an Individualized Education Program (IEP) for language delay. They both can recognize their names but cannot identify any letters within their first names therefore they have zeros for both August and November assessments. 5 out of the 17 students knew no letters in August and now can name the first letter of their name. These students are E, G, J, L, and P. These students are all three years old and will have another year of Pre-kindergarten. 
Another goal is that the students will be able to identify a few basic shapes; circle, square, rectangle, and triangle. 7 out of the 17 students met this goal and were able to name all four basic shapes. These students are B, C, F, M, N, O, and Q. Student B has autism and also named hexagon, octagon, and diamond. However, two other students (D and I) came close to meeting the goal but missed rectangle. I believe, if retested within the next week, these children would all successfully meet this goal. 
Students A and H are on IEP’s and did not name any shapes. Shapes were said in both English and Spanish to help the language barrier. 3 out of the 17 students (J, L, and P) knew no shapes in August and now can name two basic shapes.
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The last goal was for students to be able to write all the letters of own name in the correct sequence, form, and orientation. This is a long term goal and all students have improved from August to November.  4 out of the 17 students have met this goal and have gone from copying their name to writing it independently.  4 out of the 17 students went from tracing their names to now copying their names. 9 out the 17 students are tracing their names but, all trace letters in the correct sequence. The next goal is to support these students to hold their pencils with a three point grasp through modeling.
Section 7 Reflection and Self-Evaluation
It was hard to set three goals for all students when the age range within the classroom varies from young three year olds to four year olds. Another factor I had to keep in mind is that some students have never been within a school setting and then for 7 students it is their second year of pre-kindergarten. The last goal was for students to be able to write all letters of their own name in the correct sequence, form, and orientation. This is a long term goal that all the students are working towards before they move on to kindergarten. The four-year-old students mastered this goal or are close to accomplishing it. The three-year-old students need support and that is developmentally appropriate. The three-year-old are tracing their names currently and will gradually work their way up to copying their name and then doing it independently. 

For the future, I think it would be useful to differentiate goals especially in a classroom with such a wide age range like pre-kindergarten. I could revamp my learning goals to be custom-made towards groups of students so every student could be working towards a goal at their own level. Some students would be better served focusing on letter sounds than naming the letters. It was difficult to think about the individual needs of students before selecting goals at the beginning of this study.  I only had a short window to choose goals and did not have a chance to really get to know the students well. When I have a classroom of my own, I will wait a few weeks into school before making instructional decisions about goals and individual students. I would wait so I could get to know the students and understand where they are developmentally. 

I think every lesson taught for these goals was successful in reinforcing student knowledge of letters, shapes, and emergent writing skills. As a class, the students are very interested in their names right now and enjoy knowing the first letter of their names. The students loved their name puzzles and wanted to take them home. For my last day, I am going to let them take their name puzzles home as a surprise. 

A professional learning goal I have for myself is to continue with fostering student engagement and allowing students the freedom to engage with materials. I enjoy lessons that are hands-on and engaging to the student’s interests. I believe a classroom should provide an environment that is safe, supports risk-taking, and invites a sharing of ideas. Benjamin Franklin said it best, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn." I want to involve my students because their option does matter and I want to gear all lessons to their interests if possible. 
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